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Primate City/Rank Size Activity 
Most developed countries (although not all) follow the rank size rule.  The population distribution of that country is 
concentrated on one major area (city). As a result, there is one very large city in that country that is at least twice the 
size of the next largest city.  This very large city is referred to as the Primate City.  The Rank Size Rule dictates that the 
population of the second ranking city is one half of the largest city. The third largest city is one third of the largest city.  
In the example below, Germany’s primate city would be 
Berlin.  With a population of 3.4 million, it is double the 
size of the second ranked city of Hamburg, which has a 
population of 1.6 million. By looking at the graph, you can 
observe the convex (downward trend) in the population 
size of cities within Germany.  
 
Rank City Population (Millions) 

1 Berlin 3.4 

2 Hamburg 1.6 

3 Munich 1.2 

4 Cologne 0.9 

5 Frankfurt 0.8 

 
 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Cameroon 

Canada 

China  

Egypt 
 

Finland 

Kenya 

Kuwait 

Madagascar 

Malaysia  

Mongolia  
 

Nigeria 

Russia 

South Africa 

Sudan 

Tanzania  

Turkey 

 

 
1. Pick four (4) countries from the list above and use the link to complete the questions in the table below. 

http://population.mongabay.com/ 
 
Name of Country 1st Ranked City 

(Most Populated) 
2nd Ranked City Primate City?  

Yes or No 
Convex? 
(downward 
curve)? 

Rank Size 
Rule? 

Is largest city 
the capital 
City? 

Is largest city 
a megacity? 

Germany 
Berlin 

3.4 Million 
Hamburg 

1.6 Million 
Yes Yes Yes Yes No 

        

        

        

        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Germany 
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2. Review the list above and explain the positive effects of a primate city on the economy of a country. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Review the list above and explain the negative effects of a primate city on the economy of a country. 
 

 


