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================================================================================================== 
 

AP© HUMAN GEOGRAPHY      --        SECTION II         --          Time—25 minutes       ---      Percent of total score—100 
 

Directions: You have 25 minutes to answer the free response portion. It is suggested that you take 5 minutes of this time to plan 
and outline each answer. While a formal essay is not required, it is not enough to answer a question by merely listing facts. 
Illustrate your answers with substantive geographic examples where appropriate. Be sure to number each of your answers, 
including individual parts, in this booklet as the questions are numbered below 
 

1. Geography is considered a science in large part because of the use of tools in order to prepare and 
interpret maps. 
 
A. Discuss the contemporary tools that geographers use to analyze and interpret maps. 
B. Identify the three basic ways map scale can be presented. 
C. Explain the purpose of using map scale. 
D. Discuss why distortions occur when projecting the earth’s surface to a flat map.   
E. Identify ONE advantage and ONE disadvantage of the Robinson projection and the Mercator 

projections. 
 
 
 
HINT (A)– YOU SHOULD MENTION GPS, GIS, GEOTAGGING, AND REMOTE SENSING 
HINT (B) – EASY, JUST LIST THE THREE TYPES 
HINT (C) – NOT JUST A DEFINTION.  
HINT (D) – NOT JUST A DEFINTION, PROVIDE EXAMPLES OF DISTORTIONS 
HINT (E) – NOTE WHAT IS BEING ASKED: 

ROBINSON MERCATOR 

ADVANTAGE DISADVANTAGE ADVANTAGE DISADVANTAGE 

 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


