ik | INTRODUCTION TO HUMAN
GEOGRAPHY

Awakening to World
Hunger

ragging myself out of bed for a

D 9:00 A.M. lecture, | decide | need to

make a stop at Starbucks. “Grande

coffee of the day, please, and leave room

for cream.” | rub my eyes and look at the

sign to see where my coffee was grown.

Kenya. Ironically, | am about to lecture on

Kenya’s coffee plantations. Just the wake-up
calll need.

When | visited Kenya in eastern Africa,
| drove from Masai Mara to Kericho and |
noticed that nearly all of the agricultural
fields | could see were planted with coffee
or tea (Fig. 1.1). | also saw the poor of
Kenya, clearly hungry, living in substan-
dard housing. | questioned, “Why do farmers
in Kenya grow coffee and tea when they MM Figurel.1
could grow food to feed the hungry?” Kericho, Kenya. Tea plantations estab-
Trying to answer such a question sheds !;;hefi by British co{orlusts in westerr.l Kenya.

: e impact of colonialism was pervasive—not
‘ just on the political institutions and social
globalized world, connections are relations, but on the landscape as well.
T nd s:mple answers are few.
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the world, dlwde it by the world’s population, and we have plenty of food
Vet one-seventh of the world’s population is seriously malnourished. The vast
on malnourished people on Earth are women and children, who have little

be ﬁordab!e Two billion people subsist
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BN Figure 1.2 i S
w"’ﬂ M l’mgrnm Hungcr'lvl_ap, 2012. Classtﬁcatiohs xiesignate the proportion of the population malnourished. The World Food

. Data from: United Nations World Food Program 2012,
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BN Figure 1.3
Per Capita Gross National Income (in U.S. Dollars) (GNI), 2012.
this map only shows the formal economy because the GNI per capita

country a different color report data by country and tell us nothi
Development Indicators, 2012.

From a socioeconomic standpoint, we live in an unequal world, but
does not estimate the informal economy. Maps, like this, that shade each
ng about the variation within countries. Data from: World Bank, World

Kenya. | drove to the tea processing center and talked to the manager, a member of the Kikuyu
ethnic group, and asked him my question. He said that his country needed foreign income and
thatapart from tourism, exporting coffee and tea was the main opportunity for foreignincome.
As part of an increasingly globalized economy, Kenya suffers from the complexities of global-
crrni~ i dmth foreig orations owning Kenya’s best lands, a globalized economy that thrives on
el 1 ~foreignin me, i rms that are unproductive, and a gendered legal system that disenfranchises
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(enya raises another. If Kenyans converted the
the poor people be able to afford the crops?

because the answers are
s have to other places.
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