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Name: ________________________________________       Date: _____________________           Period: ____________ 
Environmental Determinism vs. Possibilism 

 
1. Define environmental determinism: 

 
 
 

2. Define possibilism: 
 
 
 

3. According to Huntington & Cushing, what is the most critical factor that dictates how humans behave? 
 
 
 

4. Environmental determinism claims people are controlled by the physical environment.  Besides the 
example mentioned above, what are other factors in our physical environment that influence the behavior 
of humans? 
 
 
 

5. What two areas does environmental determinism claim to have flourished because of their physical 
environment? 

 
 
 
6. According to the theory of possibilism, besides the limits placed by the natural environment, what factor 

weighs heavily on the behavior of humans?  


