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Hun:aﬂ Geography, Ellsworth Huntington and C. W, Cushing
Wrote:

The well-known contrast between the energetic people of the
most progressive parts of the temperate zone and the inert
inhabitants of the tropics and even of intermediate regions,
such as Persia, is largely due to climate . . . the people of the

cyclonic regions rank so far above those of the other parts of
the world that they are the natural leaders.

Huntington and Cushing claim climate is the critical factor
in how humans behave. Yet what constitutes an “ideal” cli-
mate lies in the eyes of the beholder. For Aristotle, it was
the Mediterranean climate of Greece. Through the eyes of
more recent commentators from western Europe and
North America, the climates most suited to progress and
productiveness in culture, politics, and technology are
(you guessed it) those of western Europe and the north-
eastern United States. Each of these theories can be classi-
fied as environmental determinism, which holds that
human behavior, individually and collectively, is strongly
affected by, even controlled or determined by, the physical
environment.

Date: Period:

Environmentally deterministic theories that explain
Europe as “superior” to the rest of the world because of the
climate and location of the region ignore the fact that for
thousands of years, the most technologically advanced civili-
ns were not in Europe. The hearths of the agricultural
rban revolutions and the hearths of all of the world’s
eligions were in North Africa, Southwest Asia, South-
East Asia, not Europe.
ing away at deterministic explanations helped
0g! study of the relationships between
the environment in different directions.
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transcend many of the limitations imposed by the natural
environment,

Today, much research in human geography focuses on
how and why humans have altered their environment, and on
the sustainability of their practices. In the process, the interest
in cultural ecology, an area of inquiry concerned with culture
as a system of adaptation to and alteration of environment, has
been supplemented by interest in political ecology, an area of
inquiry fundamentally concerned with the environmental con-
sequences of dominant political-economic arrangements and
understandings (see Chapter 13). The fundamental point is
that human societies are diverse and the human will is too
powerful to be determined by environment.
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Environmental Determinism vs. Possibilism

1. Define environmental determinism:

2. Define possibilism:

3. According to Huntington & Cushing, what is the most critical factor that dictates how humans behave?

4. Environmental determinism claims people are controlled by the physical environment. Besides the
example mentioned above, what are other factors in our physical environment that influence the behavior
of humans?

5. What two areas does environmental determinism claim to have flourished because of their physical
environment?

6. According to the theory of possibilism, besides the limits placed by the natural environment, what factor
weighs heavily on the behavior of humans?



