
Language Families (Trees) 
 Directions: Use a separate sheet of paper to create a simplified language trees for each of the major language families.  Only use the 
information provided below. 

LANGUAGE 
FAMILIES 

LANGUAGE BRANCHES (SUB‐FAMILIES)  Associated Languages 

1. Indo‐
European 

2. Sino‐
Tibetan 

3. Afro‐Asiatic 

Balto‐Slavic 
Celtic 
Germanic 
Indo‐Iranian 
Romance 
 
 

TIbeto‐Burman 
Siamese‐Chinese 

Libyo‐Chadic 
Egypto‐Semitic 
Cushitic 
Omotic 
 

English 
Spanish 
Russian 
Irish 
Kurdish 
Persian 
Swedish 
Scottish 
Italian 
Polish 

Kamarupan 
Mandarin 
Baic Yunnan 
Karenic 
Himalayish 

Tamajeq 
Ometo 
Hebrew 
Coptic 
Beja 
Hausa 
Somali 

 
 

4. What language family and sub‐family is ENGLISH? 
 
 
5. What language family and sub‐family is SPANISH? 
 
 
Examine the pie chart of the world language by percentage of speakers. 
Based the graphic, match the number of world‐wide speakers with the 
correct language families: 
 

6. 2.9 billion speakers: _____________________  

7. 1.3 billion speakers: _____________________ 

8. 435 million speakers: _____________________ 

9. 375 million speakers: _____________________ 

10. 346 million speakers: _____________________ 

11. 230 million speakers: _____________________

1 32 32 



Language Differences Between British and American English 

 
Search the internet and try to find other spelling differences between 
American English and British English 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Search the internet and try to find other vocabulary differences between 
American English and British English 
 

    
Write down the American English word(s) for 
each part of the car. 
1. _____________________ 

2. _____________________ 

3. _____________________ 

4. _____________________ 

5. _____________________ 

6. _____________________ 

7. _____________________ 

8. _____________________ 

9. _____________________ 

10. _____________________ 11. _____________________ 12._____________________ 

13._____________________  14. _____________________ 15 _____________________ 
 
Draw a line to match the American English to British English 
American English British English 

 

Potato Chips 

French Fries 

Backpack 

Elevator 

Cigarette 

Flashlight 

Restroom 

 

Chips 

Torch 

Crisps 

Loo 

Lift 

Fag 

Rucksack 

 

SPELLING 
AMERICAN ENGLISH BRITISH ENGLISH 
Odor Odour 
Pajamas Pyjamas 
Program Programme 
Parlor Parlour 
Apologize Apologise 

VOCABULARY 
AMERICAN ENGLISH BRITISH ENGLISH 
Vacation Holiday 
Apartment Flat 
Cookie Biscuit 
Candy Sweet 
Airplane Aeroplane 


