
History of Edcouch, TX

“First New Town on Southern Pacific”



Founders of Edcouch
Edward Couch and W.L. 
Forbes

A wise and fair man
Educated at UT in Austin
Moved to the Valley in 
1920 and established the 
Guaranty State Bank of 
Weslaco
Tried to end corruption in 
local politics
Involved greatly in 
developing cities

Building stores, roads, 
and establishing the 
government



New Rail Ways
Southern Pacific 
Railway Co.

Plans to build new line
Between Edinburg and 
Harlingen

Banker, Landowner, and 
promoter Ed Couch 
owned most of land
Lobbied for rail line to run 
through property 
Railway builds in 
Northern part of property



Rail Line Complete
Edward Couch 
begins to promote 
new town
Names new town 
after himself

Edcouch, Texas
New town to be built 
two miles away on 
same rail line (Elsa)
Auction in Sept. of 
1926



Edcouch 
Auction --
1926



Quick Growth
Business built within one 
year

2 feed stores, funeral 
home, box factory, 2 ice 
plants, 2 lumber yards, 
11 packing sheds, 
theater, furniture store, 
variety store, 3 grocery 
stores, real estate 
office, telephone 
exchange, post office, 
bank community center, 
bank, drug store, café, 
barber shop, and a 
newspaper 



More Businesses



Edcouch-Elsa High School
Adolph Carlson

Donates couple 
acres on Mile 4 
and Mile 17
Building becomes 
school, church, 
and community 
center

Today, current 
location of S.A.I.L. 
Center (old jr. 
high)



North – South Segregation
Rail Line Divide

North was reserved for 
Anglo business and 
residents

Anglo side had well built 
homes, paved roads, and 
good sewer system

South reserved for all 
others business and 
homes, including Hispanic

Hispanic side had tin 
shacks, unpaved roads 
with outhouses



Hispanic Curfew
Allowed to cross over to 
“shop” in Anglo 
business
Must be back in 
Hispanic side before 
sunset
Any Hispanic caught in 
Anglo side after dark 
would be arrested


