Hodges 11-14

· Boycott Begins 

· Following a series of meetings with the six leaders of the demonstrations and several parents, Pipkins announced the 3 day suspensions. 

· Principal Pipkins said: "we will not yield one iota as long as I am principal, the student do not dictate the policy." 

· The students were orderly. Their parents were more militant. 

· One parent: Keeping his child at home today b/c he didn't want his child "endangered" by the walkout 

· Union, PASO, VISTA, and TX migrant Council of Churches, organized the students and helped plan walkout. 

· Non-walkout Monte Alto students said walkout was a "disgrace" 

11-15 VMS 

· Bomb scare was mentioned as hoax. 

· The demonstrators are generally from the average and lower section academically and non participants as far as athletics and extra curricular activities are concerned, "some are troublemakers and some are not." 

· As buses left the school at the end of the day, one load of non-striking pupils lowered their heads and covered their faces as the vehicle passed demonstrators in an effective protest of their own. 

· Reports suspicious red truck and its apparent crusade to protest in Weslaco. This was then proven to be false. 

· After originally announcing that boycotters would be "unquestionably be expelled", Pipkins claims that they will be suspended for 3 days pending the action of the school board. 

· Demonstrators carried a large banner entreating "boycott classes" and one student hoisted the red and black farm labor strike flag. 

· "Demands" issued 

· Pipkins said that he was "willing to listen to any justified complaint, but as far as being out of class. I will not tolerate it." 

· Quotes student "you act like this is not nothing." "If you don't think this it is something, look across the street" Eddie Gonzalez. 

· An adult protestor said "how come, high government can call emergency meetings, but the school board can't?" 

· Parent Rebecca Martinez with 3 children attending classes argued at length with demonstrating students and their parents, telling them they were wrong and to return to class. 

· Pipkins said he was willing to comply "anything official or unofficial" with the leaders and their parents....just did not want any mass meetings. 

· Pipkins: he said he would hear their requests, "but not their demands." Told reporters "but, I am not going to listen to that group standing over there in defiance." 

· Denied claims to Pipkins and reporters to having any ties to MAYO 

11-15 The Monitor

· Files charges against student demonstrators - if there is a way. 

· Pipkins attempted to get charges filed. Teachers stood in doorways and windows attempting to identify the demonstrators. Only 17 are expected to be arrested while the juveniles will be handled differently. 

· They say their principle gripe is "discrimination," 

11-16 Valley Morning Star

· Six arrested for loitering. Would be released if someone responsible signed for them 

· Wigert said the crowd kept dwindling as time passed. About 20 packed into a truck. 

· Civil rights investigator tried to stop arrests but was told by Sheriff Vickers that he was in charge and he would take the responsibility should the investigator wish to sue. 

· It was Friday morning when Pipkins announced he would file charges against the boys and girls for their noisy demonstrations, which were disrupting classes. 

· Summary: After student arrests, protestors returned from judge's office to conduct another demonstration. 

· Two of the so-called leaders of the walkout, eddy Gonzalez and Raul Arispe. stood on posts in the parking area in front of the high school to plead with the group to leave the campus. They said they were all likely to be arrested. 

· Summary: Arrested girl returns, but remains on sidewalk, which she said could not be considered school property, (actual words) However, Judge Lopez found her there and lectured her sternly. He told her she had the choice of going home or to jail. She left running down the highway. 

· Teachers said that mothers of the students suspended pleaded tearfully during the day Friday for them to be permitted to return to school. 

11-19 Valley Morning Star 

· Board answered charges one by one. One of the demands—that Mexican-American students be allowed to speak Spanish on campus— drew the report from Bell that such a rule had been dropped as long as six years ago. Nobody challenged his statement. 

· Sanchez said "I am serious when I tell you these students want to come back to school. We are not here in arrogance....we will meet you halfway." 

· Bell said their were a "lot of the people who were not students" associated with the walkout including "a lot of people who didn't live here" 

· Superintendent said “what it boils down to is simply this ... who shall control and operate the school system. Shall the board or shall the students?" 

· Superintendent said the board and administration wanted to handle the matter as "rapidly as we can, so you will know if you get back in school quickly." 

11-19 The Monitor

· Quote from super: "parents were coming in pretty rapidly." 

· Extension of suspension will be until the trustees can give "each student with his parent and attorney an opportunity to appear before the board to she reason why he or she should not be expelled for the remainder of the semester." 

· Eddy Gonzalez, "they want us to beg to get back in, we won't do it." 

· Before driving away with several companions, Dr. Garcia (rep of US Civil Rights commission) led a number of "vivas" for "la raza" and just about everything else , ending finally with "viva your passage home." 

Alma Canalez 11-14

· E-E HS principal Melvin Pipkins today expelled about 150 students who were boycotting classes, (not the school board. He did). 

· "They (the board) seem to think this is nothing." Eddie Gonzalez quote 

· Jose Salazar, a parent asked Pipkins "if higher offices in the United States can call emergency sessions, then why can't the school board?" 

· Quotes principal as saying “I will listen to any student but I will not hold a mass meeting." Then says, "I will not invite in for a meeting that group that stands in defiance." 

· After the meeting in Pipkin's office Raul Arispe. A leader of the student committee complained that Pippin had not heard their demands. "They didn't hear a word we said." "they just kept insisting we do it their way." 

· Quotes Mrs. Maria Martinez, She said "Mr. Pipkins said he was authorized to expel any student even if he (Pipkins) disliked the student's personality.” I have a son in school here and have no complaints but if the students want betterment for their school and education system than I am behind them. But Pipkins didn't listen he just said he could do whatever he pleased." 

· Some teachers said that the students were led by potential dropouts and "poor students." Some teachers reported that Gonzalez was a poor student among the poor students and potential dropouts. "My lowest grade is a C, and I am a junior. Do you think I want to dropout?' Gonzalez said he was among four former football players who quit the team because of "the treatment, cussing, and special privileges allowed to certain members of the team by coaches." 

· When asked about VISTA volunteers and a United Farm Workers' flag seen on the picket lines, Gonzalez said that those groups might be supporting their movement, "but we stand alone as students." 

· One mother, Mrs. Rebecca Gonzalez, argued with the protesting students that their actions were wrong. "I have five kids in schools," Mrs. Gonzalez said in broken English, "and I like the school principal, the teachers, and everything." "The what are you doing here," Gonzalez asked “I don't want anything to happen to my kids who are in there in class and I distrust you." 

Notalam 11-15

· The boycotting students circled the flag pole pledged allegiance to the US flag, sang the "Star Spangled Banner" and then took a break... 

· Uriegas charged that the National Guard and the department of public safety were "tactics of intimidation against the students." 

Alma 11-17

· Students and parents began to trickling into Edinburg to begin a vigil in front of the Hidalgo County jail when the student arrests were made... the group sang quietly, chatted, but mostly, stood waiting pensively for the release of the students. 

· Some comments were made as "those kids are not criminals." The jailed students lit their cigarette lighters at one time during the vigil in response to the cluster of lit candles awaiting outside. 

11-19

· Board trustee Gilberto Gonzalez made the motion that the recommendation be accepted. The only other Mexican-American on the board, Israel Montoya, abstained. Montoya said he abstained because he felt it was for the "best interest of the people that elected me." "Many people came to me," Montoya explained, "and asked me to consider these students' side." Montoya, speaking during a brief break after the Board's action, said he did not vote against the proposal because "that way it wouldn't put the Board and administration in a prejudiced position." 

· Civil rights com rep Dr. Garcia: said he was "shocked" with some of the "unusual procedures." Said Edcouch Elsa "just serves to prove that the school situation in the whole state is rotten." He congratulated the protesting students for their 'bravery.'" He said it was the duty of the school board to "educate not punish students." "The whole system is a failure,'' Garcia said of Texas schools, "and Edcouch-Elsa is just an example of it." Vagabonds 

· Sanchez said the loitering charges are "questionably in constitutionalism." He added he felt the students were being persecuted instead of prosecuted. "Our fore fathers gave us some civil rights which the poor, down trodden Mexican-American students are just now waking up to and thank god they are." Sanchez told the board. Sanchez then started reading affidavits that mentioned coaches and other school personnel in student complaints of beatings. Cellum stopped Sanchez and said personnel would not be discussed at the meeting. “I asked you to read the demands, nothing else," Cellum said, "what's the matter? Is it getting too rough for you sir?' Sanchez asked. A round of applause followed Sanchez' statement. 

· Sanchez said "You wouldn't turn down the great Mexican pesos coming across the border yet you want to turn down the Spanish on campus." "We have been patient for 400 years, but our patience appears to be giving out" "These students come from poor, humble Mexican-American families and they want better college orientation and counseling. This is something not just for the Mexican-Americans but for all of your students. 

· "We are trying to operate a good school system. But the question boils down to this—who shall control and operate this school, the board or the students. I recommend that the students be suspended for failure to comply with the policy of the school board." 

11-21

Martin Pena charged in a telephone conversation that the press is "like vultures coming in to pick on a dead bird." Pena added that the "thing is dead if the press will let it die." He also blamed "outsiders" for "coming in here to rouse these kids." "Those kids asked for outside help," Pena said. Mrs. Ramos said that her daughter was asked repeatedly if she was sorry for participate in the walkout. She added that the student was also asked if she would participate in a similar activity again. The young girl alleged that she was paddled 3 times last year by a Miss Jane Moses, physical education instructor. "The teacher paddled me because she thought I was one who had spoken back to her, but it was not I." Later this morning three men who did not identify themselves to the marching group stopped to get the license plate number of each vehicle parked in front of the school. The peace sign which the protesting students have adopted. 

